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Perhaps you have an exciting project you would
like to discuss with like-minded colleagues. Maybe
you need a third member for a conference panel, or
are looking for feedback on a paper you have just
written. You may urgently need someone to cover
some lectures for a few weeks or lead one of your
department's research seminars. If you are working
within the broad field of postcolonial studies, the
PSA will give you access to a multidisciplinary,
friendly network that might be able to help with
these and other matters.

Although the first planning meetings to set up the
PSA took place less than six months ago, the Asso-
ciation has grown considerably in such a short
amount of time, gathering around 150 scholars
from the UK and abroad with a wide range of re-
search interests. In order to develop further, how-
ever, we would actively welcome the contribution of
anybody with a bit of time on their hands, new
ideas and the will to make them happen. We are
already working on various events and initiatives
described in other sections of this newsletter, but
would be delighted to establish collaborations with
parallel organisations and research centres, con-
sider proposals for other events and projects, re-
ceive suggestions for sponsorship and funding, and
benefit from any other input that you can offer.

2008-2009 will be an exciting year for the PSA, and
we hope that you will contribute to its development
by participating in its committees, attending confer-
ences and colloquia, or simply forwarding this and
future newsletters to all those who might find them
of interest. Should you need any further information
about the PSA, please do not hesitate to get in
touch. We are looking forward to hearing from you!

Marta Vizcaya (PSA External Relations Officer)

Dear colleagues,

Thanks to the efforts of the provisional
committee, the Postcolonial Studies Asso-
ciation is now well on its way to becom-
ing properly established as a professional
organisation.

This initiative has arisen for a number of
reasons. It is often the case that research-
ers on postcolonial topics work in relative
isolation. Despite apparent gains in insti-
tutional recognition, many of us still find
ourselves confronted by hostility to our
field. Funding issues, such as the recent
slashing of £12 million from the AHRC
budget, are of significant concern. And it
is all too painfully obvious that, in many
cases, the topics we study are directly
relevant to understanding the violence,
expropriation, and exploitation that is the
legacy of colonialism and its contempo-
rary forms.

Given this context, it makes sense for us
to work more closely together. The PSA
aims to facilitate interaction between
scholars working on topics related to post-
colonial studies, broadly defined. This
means, among other things, that we will
be an information hub, organise and assist
in organising conferences and research
colloquia, create links with other research
centres and between universities, run an
online journal, and publish a newsletter.
We are strongly committed to being inter-
disciplinary and international, to including
scholars working in languages other than
English and to upholding the principle
that activism and scholarship should be
complementary activities.

We are planning a full meeting of the PSA
to take place In Cambridge on 25 October
2008. Please put this date in your diary
and aim to come if you can.

Chris Warnes (PSA Chair)
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I was born in Zimbabwe when it was still named — in an act of mind-bending
hubris — Rhodesia, in the city of Salisbury, now Harare. Reversing the direc-
tion of colonial settlement, my parents moved southwards, to Johannesburg,
then southwards again to Port Elizabeth, then finally to Cape Town, from
where it is no longer possible to move any further south without falling off the
map of Africa. Growing up under apartheid, | was one of the few who lived a
life of relative ease while tens of thousands of South Africans were being de-
tained, tortured or killed by security police, and up to three million others were
uprooted by forced removals. | lived in a whites-only neighbourhood, attended
a whites-only school. It was a racist bubble, but it was impossible not to notice
the realities that impinged from all sides. Growing up the 1980s, our teachers
were young men fresh from combat in Angola. One day a week we wore mili-
tary uniforms and drilled on the rugby fields. As teenagers we were taken on
camps in the bush, made to carry loads and run in combat boots, taught to
apply boot polish to our faces, and trained to shoot R4 rifles into sand-dunes.
Bombs went off in bars, the townships were ablaze. Swart gevaar (the black
threat) was the buzzword, there was a red under every bed. This was, PW
Botha told us, the age of total onslaught.

And then, without knowing entirely what he was letting himself in for, FW de !
Klerk announced the unbanning of the ANC and allied anti-apartheid organisa- "H
tions, and the release of political prisoners. It was unexpected at the time, $
though retrospectively it is clear that the pressure from both inside and outside

the country had pushed apartheid to breaking point. Four years of talks about

talks, talks, and bloodshed later, on 27 April 1994, South Africa held its first $
democratic elections, with Nelson Mandela installed as president (the same %&&'  %&&(
Mandela Margaret Thatcher once described as “a terrorist who should be ) )

shot”). The foreign press had sent their toughest war correspondents to cover
what they expected was to be a bloodbath, but the day turned out one of the

most peaceful in recent memory. + * ,
South Africans are rightly proud of the transformation of their country. The $ - : $
great achievement of the post-apartheid period is the Truth and Reconciliation /0

Commission, which saw victims and perpetrators of apartheid-era injustices -
brought together to induce, on behalf of the nation, a collective catharsis that
might lead to healing.

But critics like Patrick Bond and Benita Parry point out that the ‘rainbow roman- 2
ticism’ associated with the TRC and other nation-building endeavours occludes

real historical engagement with the past, and with the conditions of possibility I 34 ’ =)

that made apartheid happen. In Bond’'s terms, South Africa’s transformation $" 2

can be understood as an elite transition, a handing over of power from one %&&1 $ )
elite to another leaving much else unchanged. To put it bluntly, apartheid was $

a system of racialised capitalism, and South Africa is still, by and large, charac-

terised by the same system, with the only change being that a small number of

blacks have now joined the ranks of the rich and the super-rich.

So, while | am sensitive to the problems of the term postcolonialism (among others that it posits European colonialism as
the defining moment in world history; and that it misleadingly suggests that colonialism is a thing of the past) the most com-
pelling reason | stand by it is because it speaks to me on a personal level. White South Africans like me have a duty to
learn how to be a minority, to embrace being African, to divest ourselves of racist, colonising mentalities and to understand
why and how such a history was perpetrated in our name. J.M. Coetzee’s Disgrace explores this process very powerfully:
David Lurie may not like it, but history demands of him that he becomes postcolonial. It's a moving lesson.

It is manifestly clear that lessons such as these are not at all limited to South Africa. As Patrick Bond has shown, globalised
capitalism operates very similarly to apartheid. When | watch British television, or talk to friends and colleagues, or read the
newspaper, or listen to the radio, | am often reminded of the bubble of ignorance in which | spent the first 17 years of my
life. Most Europeans have not begun to consider the ways their prosperity, their systems of thought, their very cultural
sense of selfhood are predicated upon histories of violence, appropriation and exploitation. The absence of this knowledge
makes ethical action unlikely, and indeed is a prerequisite for atrocities such as the destabilisation of Iraq since 2003.
Postcolonialism offers us some of the tools we need to understand why and how this situation has arisen, and what we
need to do about it.
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“As a political discourse, the position from which [postcolonial theory] is enun-
ciated (...) is located on the three continents of the South”, writes Robert
Young in a canon-making volume.! Statements such as this always unsettle
me slightly. This is because | cannot straightforwardly locate myself, or the
discourses | participate in enunciating, either in “the west” or in one of the
three continents of Asia, Africa and Latin America that Young writes about.
The political entity from which some of the writing and thinking that has helped
shape my sense of self was articulated — former Yugoslavia — no longer exists.
When it collapsed in the early 1990s | was far away, living in Southern Africa,
and did not witness the bitter war which came to define the identity of Croatia,
my “new” nation of origin. | left Southern Africa shortly after becoming eligible
for a Zimbabwean passport, and just before this second home also underwent
a major social crisis. Now, in London, | feel European and non-western simul-
taneously, and although | speak English fluently, most people find my hybrid
accent impossible to place. Does all of this make my subject position
“postcolonial”? Here are some intellectual snapshots from a personal history of
inhabiting intersecting margins.

It is early 1989 and | am a newly-enrolled Masters student at the University of
Zimbabwe. The Berlin wall is still standing; the class is discussing the evils of
European colonisation. At the end of a particularly heated anti-colonial remark,
a fellow student turns to me and says: “Sorry, Primorac, but that’'s how it was.”
I am aghast. Surely she must know that | am on her side, and that my ances-
tors had had nothing to do with any of that? Since my arrival in Zimbabwe,
several new acquaintances have praised the leading role of my country in the
Non-Aligned movement, and the help it gave to liberation struggles around the
world. But for some members of this course on “African Literature and Ideo-
logical Thought”, the words “white”, “European” and “colonising” appear to be
synonymous. | resolve to set the record straight, but soon | have other worries.
On the course reading list is an author called Frantz Fanon, whom | have
never heard of before. | find he writes brilliantly about global historical strug-
gles and inequalities. | am engrossed, but soon realise with horror that Fanon
is a Marxist. Compulsory Marxism in the Yugoslav state education system is
what | have been running away from: there is no way | will ever be able to ex-
plain to my friends at the University of Zagreb that | am convinced by Fanon’s
arguments! We are made to read Lenin next. No-one knows of or uses the
word “postcolonial”.

Itis 1999 and | am a PhD candidate in the UK. It has taken me a week to write
it, but | have finally submitted to a journal my first-ever publication in English: a
review of an edited volume on an avant-garde Zimbabwean writer. The volume
attempts to rescue the writer’s critical reputation from negative nationalist ap-
praisals by divorcing his work entirely from the notion of national belonging. |
argue that this does him a disservice. After | show the review to a senior col-
league, he says it is well-written, but not “properly postcolonial”. | am puzzled.
What does he mean? The review has been commissioned by an “international
journal of postcolonial studies”.

It is 2008 and reviews of my own first monograph are trickling in. In a descrip-
tive passage, a reader refers to the “Eastern European theories of narratology”
the book deploys alongside M. M. Bakhtin, Henri Lefebvre and others. | think
of Dipesh Chakrabarty’s denunciation of the historicism inherent in European
scholarship — the idea that “past European thinkers are never quite dead for us
in the same way” as, say, South Asian ones,? and wonder if | am right in being
vaguely dissatisfied that the Zagreb theorists my book makes central use of
were not named by the reviewer. Is there a hidden hierarchy of historicity lurk-
ing within the notion of “European” theory? Are some theories inherently less
useful or important than others? It seems to me that emancipatory discursive
practice should strive to resist closure. | am still not sure | know how to be, live
or write “properly”. But | am committed to trying to understand contemporary
literatures and cultures in a spirit of opposition to mastery and domination of all
kinds, and | am prepared to do so by any (conceptual) means necessary.
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1. Robert J. C. Young, Postcolonialism: An
Historical Introduction (Oxford: Blackwell,
2001), p. 4.

2. Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing
Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical
Difference (Princeton UP, 2000), p. 6.




Note: In each newsletter, we will feature Postcolonial ce

like your group, event etc to be featured in this s

ection, please write to Lucienne Loh

ntres / groups and prominent people in the PSA. If

you'd
lucienneloh@gmail.com

By Will Jackson
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In this section, we aim to introduce and showcase Postcolonial centres and groups outside the UK and Ireland. In this issue,

we are delighted to feature
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By Francesca Giommi (University of Padua)
Janet Wilson (University of Northampton)
Elleke Boehmer (University of Oxford)
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A view from the Island of
San Senvolo, where the
EACLALS conference
took place.

[Photo: Vera Alexander]
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South Asian Visions of
Home and Abroad 1870-1950

A photo from the Workshop of April 20 2008. From left to right: Elleke Boehmer, Susheila Nasta,
Ruvani Ranasinha, Sumita Mukherjee, Rehana Ahmed.

Q1-" ", 2(0)9PD)3+ 0 &- " 5 v + Making Britain is led by Prof. Su-
= "& <"/ "ot " 0 sheila Nasta (Open University), in
" D89)PDI*) % " % <" collaboration with Prof. Elleke
" - &% #"0- 0" " "+ =" "- Boehmer (University of Oxford)
! < 0 0" <t and Dr Ruvani Ranasinha (King's
"1 = #"#7 ! i - College London), and research
"0 "# "00- %' o " " " -: tot (? 5 “/O assistants Dr Sumita Mukherjee
< W o o 0 ) ’ (Oxford), Dr Rehana Ahmed
1 0 <" & % &" 0 " " "0 "0 (Open), and Dr Florian Stadtler
"+ 0 0" = & &" ()D) <" (Open). The team is working in
L&' - LU & % # % partnership with the British Library
" <" 0 & & %" -0 ) and SALIDAA, and in consultation
R e "% <" " % " D89) with leading scholars Dr Rozina
DI*) "l H ? " H . Visram, Prof. Lyn Innes, Prof.
" 08 H$# % % < &"H =0" >-())8 "% Partha Mitter and Dr Deborah
) # - #HY ! Tt < &0 Swallow.
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" " @ - " v <" 2"0 " For further information :
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Recent Publications
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Caroline Rooney By Eugene McNulty
Routledge: Nov 2007, 246 pp  ISBN: 978-0-415- Cork University Press , 2008, 272 pp.
42418-9 [hardback] / 978-0-203-93359-6 [electronic] ISBN: 978'185918'427-1, hardback
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Note : PSA members can post information about their recent postcolonial publications free in the Newsletter
Please send details of your book (up to 200 words) to Kaori Nagai K.Nagai@kent.ac.uk
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Constitution Committee

Amrit Biswas

Amina Yaquin

Janet Wilson

* Charles Forsdick
C.Forsdick@liverpool.ac.uk

Publications Committee

Amrit Biswas

Michelle Keown

Patricia Krus

Christine O’Dowd-Smyth

Jayne Poyner

* Alex Tickell alex.tickell@port.ac.uk

PSA Conference Committee

Christine O’Dowd-Smyth on behalf of Water-
ford Institute of Technology (Ireland)
codowdsmyth@wit.ie

Postcolonial Studies Database Committee

Janet Wilson

Joel Gwynne

Ole Birk Laursen

Marta Vizcaya Echano

*Patricia Krus pmkrus@yahoo.com

Postgraduate Conference Committee

Bobby Flora-Bhambra
Laurence Randall
*Brian Rock brian.rock@stir.ac.uk

Online Journal Committee

Michelle Keown

Bobby Flora-Bhambra

Kath Kerr-Koch

Laurence Randall

Asia Zgadzaj

*Nancy Roberts nancyr7@hotmail.com
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CALL FOR PAPERS FOR THE INAUGURAL CONFERENCE OF

THE POSTCOLONIAL

RE-IMAGIN
NEW DIRECTIONS IN

STUDIES ASSOCIATION

ING IDENTITY:
POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES

6 - 8 MAY 2009

WATERFORD INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, WATERFORD, REPUB  LIC OF IRELAND

Keynote speakers: TBA

This inaugural conference of the PostcoloPaper or panel topics may focus on the following co n-
nial Studies Association will focus on aceptual intersections:

broad re-consideration of the cultural, po-
litical, theoretical and practical re-

imaginings of the concept of ‘identity’ as

it relates to the field of Postcolonialism
and the wider Humanities and the Social
Sciences.

The conference aims both to explore cur-
rent understandings of ‘identity’ in a mul-
ticultural, globalised and conflicted world,
and to encourage disciplinary self-

reflexivity. We welcome papers that inter- -

rogate the conceptual category of identity

itself, as well as those that relate to the "

ways specific identities are constructed,

assigned or imagined. Questions to be-

asked will include: ‘What is the future of
Postcolonialism as a discipline?’ and:
‘What is the relationship between received
understandings of “identity”, specific for-

Identity, religion and spirituality (the secular & sacred,
New Age & alternative spiritualities, the Enlighten -
ment, sectarianism, religious symbolism, fundamenta -
ism)

Identity and time (history, memory, policy, repetit ion,
development, modernity, eternity, death)

Identity and language (language policy, seizing the pen,
language as mission & calling, propaganda)

Identity and politics (resistance, war, terror)

Identity and space (regions, blocs, global flows, the EU
& the wider world, the environment)

Identity, theory and disciplinary boundaries
(postcolonialism as a discipline, theoretical approaches,
the policing of knowledge, multidisciplinarity, com -
parative postcolonialisms)

mulations of key contemporary identities,
and our understanding of “the postcolo-
nial”?’

The PSA invites papers from academics
working in the disciplines of Literature,

History, Cultural Studies, Film, Human

Geography, Linguistics, Politics, Psychol-
ogy, Religious Studies, Art, Music, Media
& Communication and related fields. Our
aim is to bring together a wide variety of
scholarly interests and methodological ap-
proaches.

Panels will normally comprise three 20-minute paper s. Pro-
posal acceptance is subject to organising committeeapproval.

To submit a paper or panel proposal, contact Dr Christine ODowd-
Smyth on CODOWDSMYTH@wit.ie or email
psa@postcolonialstudiesassociation.co.uk

Closing date for abstract submission: 1 December 20 08

For more information, contact Dr Gerri Kimber at
gerri@thekimbers.co.uk or Dr Marta Vizcaya at martaviz-
caya@hotmail.com

To join the Postcolonial Studies Association pleaseemail:
psa@postcolonialstudiesassociation.co.uk




Postcolonial Studies Association

Call for Contributions: PSA Newsletter

The Editors invite your contributions to the newsle tter.
We welcome any materials related to postcolonial stud-
ies, especially conference reviews, book reviews, ecent
activities and any announcements. We are hoping to
have feature articles in each issue; if you would like
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List of the PSA officers

Chair Chris Warnes cgw26@cam.ac.uk

Vice-Chair Ranka Primorac
rankaprimorac@aol.com

Membership Secretary
Melanie Murray mel.psa@btinternet.com

Assistant Membership Secretary
Robert Spencer
Robert.Spencer@manchester.ac.uk

Treasurer Gerri Kimber
gerri@thekimbers.co.uk

Representative for Ireland
Christine O’Dowd-Smyth
codowdsmyth@wit.ie

External Relations Officer
Marta Vizcaya Echano
martavizcaya@hotmail.com

Postgraduate Officer/ Early Career
Representative  Rehana Ahmed
r.s.ahmed@open.ac.uk

Website Officer Asia Zgadzaj
jzgadzaj@hotmail.com

Publications Officer ~ Nancy Roberts
nancyr7 @hotmail.com

Communications Officers (E-mall
Bulletin) Gerri Kimber &

Marta Vizcaya Echano (e-mail: see
above)

Communications Officers (Newsletter)
Kaori Nagai & Lucienne Loh (e-mail:
see above)

[For the list of the PSA committee mem-
bers, see p. 9.]

your group, centre, or project featured in the newslet-
ter, please let us know We are aso hoping that the
PSA will become a vibrant forum for current debates
on postcolonialism, so we'd like to have your lette rs or
views on any issues in the field.

The PSA newsletter will be published three times a
year, and the next issue will be in December. Pleas
send in the materials by the beginning of November, if
you would like them to be featured in the next issu e.

We are grateful to those who so promptly responded
to our requests for materials for this first issue of the
PSA newsletter. We look forward to receiving your
news.

PSA - Subscription
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- Regular e-mail bulletins

- Newsletters, three times a year

- Invitations to all meetings and colloquia

- Your research interests listed on the PSA Website

- Access to PSA discussion forums (under construction)

- 30% discount on issues of Postcolonialism Across the Disciplines
and Contemporary French and Francophone Cultures,
http://www.liverpool-unipress.co.uk.

- Routledge (Taylor and Francis) offers PSA members a 25% dis-
count on individual subscriptions to the Journal of Postcolonial Writ-
ing £41 (STG) and $67US and 56 Euros for 4 issues p.a.
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/

- 30% on all Oxford Studies in Postcolonial Literatures publications
until 1st October 2008, after which it will revert to 20%. Oxford Univer-
sity Press, http://www.oup.co.uk

- Opportunity to join any of the PSA committees
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