Postcolonial Studies Association
Newsletter

No.4 (August 2009)

Things Coming Together

This special issue commemorates not only
the success of the PSA inaugural confer-
ence at Waterford, but underscores the
professional visibility and important intellec-
tual trajectories underpinning all our work
in postcolonial studies. For those of you
who were at Waterford, we hope this short
collection of articles will further inspire you
in your work and remind you of conversa-
tions that took place in May earlier this
year. For those who were unable to be
there, we hope that you will be equally in-
spired to join us in the future.

Lucienne Loh and Kaori Nagai (Editors)

Chris Warnes with t PSA
Conference Team(Lett 0 | INtroductory Address to the PSA Inaugural Conference

righty Chris Warnes, Gerri (abridged)

Kimber, Joanne Malone,
Asia Zgadzaj, and Christine

by Chris Warnes, PSA Chair

06 D o-8nayth
The PSA was set up to provide a professional home for many of us working in a variety of disci-
lines, on a variety of topics, using a range of approaches, brought together by a shared sense
PSA Inaugural Fhat t hey t epr m c“)gposgt coplponi al Gg spgeakg to some
Conference exisﬁed as an organisa_tion_ for just over a year now, and it is testament to the hard work and
. behindthe-scenes dedication of a nhumber of people that we are here at all. The work that
SpeC|aI Issue goes into setting up and maintaining an organisation like the PSA is of the kind where people
have fullime jobs, families, pressures to publish, teaching commitments, large administrative
burdens, and yet these people have also dedicated themselves to all that is entailed in setting
Inside this issue: up a large, professional organisation.
Conference Report by 2.3 We have largely spent the first year qf our life as an organisation in f[he way that many hu-
ChristineSngal gman infants spend their first years: learning how to crawl. We have put in place the structures

] that will see us into the future: a constitution, website, newsletters, members lists, email lists,
A Good Start 3 budget planning, banking arrangements, not to mention this conference. We have met three
by Ranka Primorac times before this conference: in Oxford, Cambridge and London. Our membership has gone
from nonexistent to nearly 200, and | can confidently say that we have now put in place a

Conference Keynote 45 | structure which will be viable for decades to come.
Abstracts Why did we bother? Firstly, there was an obvious need for a professional organisation in the
field. Many of us work in quite isolated ways; postgraduate students in particular need the

Postcolonial Studies: 5 support of conferences, publications, prizes, that are routinely offered in other fields. There are

Still an Anglophone Em- all kinds of events, readings, seminars and conferences going on in postcolonial studies, and
pire? by Patricia Little the PSA serves as a hub of information and a spur to community. But beyond these practical
Conference Jottings by 87 | benefits lies the question of the field o f postcol oni al studies itse
Gerri Kimber & Asia ies, really?8 is a question that has no si mj

that we should be asking ourselves as we enter into this, our first conference. Tentatively, as a
way of opening debate about the different f
like to propose five interrelated mandates:

Conference Report by 8
Birte Heidemann

The PSA Book Launch 9 1) Postcolonialism as disciplinary interventianFrom a literary studies point of view, ever

News from Various Cen- since postcolonial l'iterary studies emerged
tres 9 realised that expanding the canon raises all kinds of questions about that canon, about who
gets to select it, and on what terms. These questions open out on to broader cultural and
PSA Committees News 10 epistemological considerations about the ways our modes of thought are conditioned by
11 hierarchies which privilege terms |ike ©6whi
Cal | for Arti

€ SSimildt Procésses have taken place in other disciplines. Postcolonial studies, as an interdis-
ciplinary, multfocused field, exists in this sense to correct disciplinary bias and blind spots.

(continued to the next page)

Directions in Postcolo-
nial St udi es o6
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2) Postcolonialism as a mode of critiqueThere is, | propose, no aspect of past or present human achievement or experience

that is immune to the questions foregrounded by postcolonial studies. These are questions that have been learned from al-
lied modes of critique, especially feminism and marxism. Postcolonialism asks questions about the power dimensions inher-
ent in any drive towards knowledge, power, identity and achievement: Who benefits? Who gets to speak? Who gets left out?

3) Postcolonialism as a political practiceThe rise of postcolonial studies in the western academy coincides with the thriving
of all manner of colonialist and neecolonialist practices. Postcolonial studies gives us some of the tools we need to work
against these practices. The logic of invasion, regime change, the regmartheid of IsraelPalestine or the global apartheid
generated by global capitalismd postcolonial studies is able not only to explain and denaturalise this logic, it is able to
counter it too.

4) Postcolonialism as recovery, correction and affirmatioi€olonialism is always invested in violence. Postcolonial studies
may be concerned with recovering what has been lost or stolen, exploring that which has been neglected or marginalised,
affirming that which has been traumatised by the legacies of colonial violence.

5) Bringing all these elements togethemBringing all these elements together: Postcolonialism can serve as a utopian horizon
against which our present deeds and thoughts are measured. This does not mean we should not forget the dangers of ideal-
ism, nor forego the value of the specific, the local, and the material. What it does mean, | think, is that the questionsifde
should be welcomed at every level of our research, teaching, administration and advocacy. Becoming postcolonial means
transcending the exploitative binaries of the colonidl a naive goal perhaps, but a valuable one nonetheless.

PSA Inaugural Conference

attracts top delegates to WIT
Conference report by ReasoythDr Chrr

PSA Inaugural Conference Organiser, WIT

If anybody had told me this time last year that the Postcolonial Studies Association (PSA)
Inaugural Conference that | volunteered to organise would turn out to be a huge three

day multinational event with over 150 delegates; three 90 minute parallel sessions per

day consisting of five panels, as well as three keynote speaker sessions comprising
three top 6names® over the thr ekHowesey 8IT |
has excellent resources and | was struck by the peculiar appropriateness of hosting an
inaugural conference on the topic of rémagining identity, in the Republic of Ireland, a

; ; R truly O6polsda®i plosdcountry in Waterford I nsti
H .Chf'St'PnéTympﬁf"gdresAisrk(uance t o é)r vailing hegemoniesd in t
chatring rot. ! eoéirﬁjgocanti SIP{/ Behiefthe dfricidl ﬁ%brade in status.

The title of the conference and the wording of the Call for Papers (CPF) involved a lot of brain storming aimgjtand froing
of emails between the PSA Committee and myself. Janet Wilson proved to be an invaluable mentor figure with her mixture of
sound advice and gentle but firm pushing to get the CFP out on the website before the summer ended. Without the truly amaz-
ing IT and organisational skills (not to mention the encouragement, support & sense of humour) of PSA Conference Committee
members Asia Zgadzaj and Gerri Kimber who actively assisted me with the response to the CFP (over 550 abstracts received
from all over the world) I could not have handled such a daunting venture by myself. (Thanks especially to Gerri & Asia who
came over to Waterford before the conference began to help out and without whom | could not have pulled off such a success-
ful event). Here in WIT, we formed two committees: the selection team and the management team. The selection team com-
prised myself, Erin McNamar&ullen the Head of Hispanic Studies; Jonathan Culleton the sociologist, Paul Ryan in French Stud-
ies, and Alice Mc Dermott the historian. All of us had one thing in common: a background in literary and cultural studies. We
were all veterans of conference organising, editing of conference proceedings and scholarly research and publication. The vas
majority of abstracts were in fact literary, and largely confined to literary themes in English language literatures. Wedfétoe
task of cutting the selection down to 50%! The process of drawing up the Conference Programme took up all our free time and
many weekends. | wish to thank my colleagues, particularly Erin & Jonathan, for putting together and coming up with challeng-
ing titles for panels which made for such an excellent programme. My thanks to my colleagues Colette Moloney and Helena
WalshKiely for editing the Abstracts & Bios booklet.

The huge turnout was a reflection of the growing interest internationally in postcolonial studies as well as the qualithef
conferencefs three keynote speak e rasthoredBserhinal warkTheEmpife WritestBBagle nt y
not only pointed to a utopian perspective in focussing on the future of Pg3blonial Studies, but also launched his new book,
Cal i b an (Reutletlge)i at a reception hosted in the magnificent foyer of the Languages, Tourism & Leisure Building.
Ashcroft represented the 6rootsd of Postcol oni al St uidd- e s,
pline. Interestingly, he too emphasised the importance of fututmased thinking and comparative methodologies. Perhaps the
most popular of the three speakers with both the international and local audiences was Declan Kiberd, who enchanted, en-
tranced, entertained and educated delegates with his evocation of Edward Said, James Joyce and the everyday. Prof. Kiberd
commended the Institute for hosting such an important and groundbreaking event in Ireland, and in Waterford in particular.

The management team responsible for the superb organisation, event management, and catering was headed up by my truly
amazing colleague Joanne Malone who is a lecturer in Hospitality Management and who had already organised a very success-
ful international conference here quite recently. Joanneds
our Head of Department, Ray Cullen, responsible for organising the sumptuous conference banquet. Thanks to Chris Mulhall
for the promotions management and Liam Doyle for the webpage & IT advice, and in particular to Frank Heraughty and his team
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for providing all the IT suppord | have been reliably informed
that they have never had such a low uptake on power poin
presentations at a major conference! My thanks also to col
leagues Robert Hyde, Mary Keating, Una Cummins, Fionnua
Kennedy, Ai ne Furl ong, Jenn
chael Howl et t | John Enni s, |
Moloney, Helena WalsiKi el vy , Chri s Mu |
Richard Butler & Anne Marie Lally for volunteering to chai
panels, collect people from airports and train stations, help at
registration, meet and greet and generally be of enormous
support. A big thanks also to Maria Aylward and to Ray Culle
Thanks to the catering staff and students in the Culinary Art
section, and to the Music postgraduates who volunteered tq
hel p out at registration. A
0 porter PJ Walsh and his impeccable professionalism as a g
ways. Prof. Neil Lazarus andranka Primorac
Senior Management in WIT was also very supportive of
what they perceived to be a landmark event in the Humani-
ties, and in particular Prof. Kieran Byrne, the Director of WIT & d
Dr Willie Donnelly, Head of Research. Thanks are also due to A G OO Start
Dr John Ennis, Head of School of Humanities, who hosted the
drinks reception tCallidamdls Biolilc
| was very pleased and proud to welcome Bill Ashcroft,
Declan Kiberd and Neil Lazarus to the Institute as the keynote
speakers. It was very appropriate for the Chair of the PSATo my mind, the PSA Inaugural Conference had three key
Chris Warnes, and the Vice Chair, Ranka Primorac to chair thgims: to launch PSA as a professional association, to test the
Bill Ashcroft and Neil Lazarus keynote sessions and to offigg|iegiality and drive of the PSA Executive (which had advised
cially open and close the conference respectively. | had theng supported the Conference Organising Committee led by
honour of chairing the Declan Kiberd keynote session. Alch r i st i n-Smytl0),sabdotey diork towards turning PSA
three keynote addresses pointed to a utopian ideal and to thejntg g tool for fostering innovative intellectual debate. The first
future of postcolonial studies and the new directions to be g ajms were admirably fulfilled: the event ran smoothly and
signposted. | personally found the emphasis on the comparapsa Executive members worked together in the spirit of pro-
tive and the future based thinking to be very interesting, andfessjonalism and friendship that could have put more experi-
Kiberdds focus on the every kackdghipdtoshre. Wherfit cnfetovthe thRd aftnChowp-a I t
larly insightful and relevant. ever, there seemed to be, at first, some room for worry. Many
| have received very positive feedback on the conferenceof the papers | witnessed added little to the wedistablished
Some of the respondents pointed to the lack of female repre-c | y st er of 6pocod concerns rel

sentation among the keynote speakers. | would like to reas+rgnsnationalism related to diasporic displacement, globalisa-

Mi -
Col

Bey'ﬁ:fank% br?ngotra?: f‘PSA Vice -Chair)

c

sure people that a number of very high profile women weretioni nduced 6 h ybridityo, the mul
invited but had to regretfully decline due to other previous gnd the need to destabilise binaries. For me, the mueh
commitments. | have also received comments about the ver'y, e e ded i mpetus to turn to the

English language and literary focus of the conference. We digne conference title came on the final day of the event, in the
not receive many abstracts from postcolonial scholars workingform of the keynote delivered by Neil Lazarus, which | chaired.

in Francophone, Hispanophone or Lusophone PostcoloniaNegij| spoke of the need to question what currently passes for
Studies for instance. | hope that the growing and very wideg po st col oni al Literatured and

appeal of the Postcolonial Studies Association will attractthes t andi ng of o6World Literaturebd
interest of those working in these adjacent rather than parallel group of scholars at the University of Warwick. His speech
fields. To conclude, I would like to highlight the followinginformed exciting conversations with colleagues during coffee

poi'nts: breaks that followed. These exchanges (and the hopes of col-
| The exceptionally high quality and excellence of the  laboration they engendered) were centred on three areas of
conference papers. interest:

| The wonderfully friendly atmosphere and sense of ca-
maraderie amongst the conference delegates, from the i

UK, Ireland, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Poland, Bel- The politics of literary form and the need to rthink

gium, Ukraine, Australia, New Zealand, Morocco, Tur- ) the notion ofgenre.
key, India, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Nigeria, South Africa, | the need to work towards a more inclusive, nen

| The move away from the past apd thdngge Interest in the need to rethink the local aspects, impacts and
the future direction of postcolonial studies.

i - implications of transnational constructs such as the
The willingness of all three keynote speakers to engage Postcolonial, Comparative o

with the conference as a whole and to engage with all

of us on a personal level. . .
« . . I can only hope | can continue these conversations at PSA
| The success of the PSA as an international research )
conferences in the future.

initiative.

—
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Conference Keynote Abstracts

life of Palestinians under occupation in the bookco-created
with photographer Jean Mohr) titled\fter the Last Sky

The category of the ©6everyda)
Baudel aire and Fl aubert as the
writers helped to create the idea of a separatist Bohemia, in
which alone freedom was possible. Said, like Joyce and Yeats,
preferred to seek such liberty in society itself. Although a fas-
tidious dandy, he shared their belief that the ordinary was the
proper domain of the artist and that the extraordinary could
safely be left to journalists.

. ) ~ Bill Ashcroft :  Post-Colonial Futures:
Prof. Declan Kiberd-Swiht h Chri gphdlizatiOf &fidternative Modernities

Declan Kiberd: Edward Said and the Everyday  |n the twenty years sinceThe Empire Writes Backvas pub-
lished the field of postcolonial studies has had a remarkable

Edward Said, despite his liking for complex antorks, wrote trajectory. More fraught and argumentative than many fields,
out of the conviction that culture was ordinary and that resisit has ranged widely to cover both the material and discursive
tance movements across the world struggled to maintain theconsequences of European colonialism and its engagement
everyday values of their traditional cultures in the face of deby postcolonial writers and other cultural producers. A major
racination, military oppression and economic exploitation. Hdeature of postcolonial theory has been its ability to analyse
interpreted WB Yeats as a poet of decolonisation, for whonhistorical developments of culture: expressions of anti
0l i berationd meant r econne c ctolomalnatiohatism; the lparadexigad dissatliion af the sleae o f
people, as well as challenging the ecological transformatiorof nation along with the continuous persistence of national
of Irish landscape into a simulacrum of the English Homeconcerns; the question of language and appropriation; of the
Counties. Said believed that those who resist do so in théransformation of literary genres; the question of ethnicity
name of everyday values which they perceive to be undeand its relation to the state. Many of these concerns will be
threat and that the gr eat n eaggmentedwithineaestobdial thepry ley tanalysis ¢fia rafige u e n
Darwish and other Palestinians under occupation) was it©f issues gaining increasing prominence: the place of transla-
search for signs of the persistence of ordinary life in the extion, of the sacred, of ecological theory and animal rights, of
treme conditions of war an dthecelatondflocalandglobgai dds wr i tings on
estine show a deep understanding of the ways in which a But the broader question concerns the way in which pest
people under military coercion will deploy masks, parodicolonial theory is positioned to approach the continuing is-
utterances, multiple selves, not as features of modernist artsues of global power, global interaction and cultural differ-
but as tactics of resistance; he demonstrates how such methence in the coming century. One answer to this has been a
ods may be found as far back as the writings of Jonathargrowing, and now welkstablished, interest in cultural and
Swift, filtering through the prose and drama of Oscar Wildegthnic mobility, of diaspora, of transnational and cosmopoli-
into a postcolonial modernity. tan interactions. This rise in global mobility at the same time

In his late rereading of Erich Auerbach, Said, who had ahs state borders have become ever more hysterically pro-
ways used Oseculard as a t etacted, lma$ intgrestad poseglonial eultugabaritcs ferdsome h e |
Testament Christian gospels as representing an immensdime. But postcolonial theory will find itself pressed to use its
democratisation of narrative art. Whereas ancient classiccritical tools to address the issue of modernity and continue
authors had treated ordinary people as comic buffoons, thdts analysis of cultural globalization.
four evangelists evolved a level style, which treated such peo- One area in which the field may do this is by harnessing its
ple on a basis of equality with aristocrats, even going so facommitment to the agency of local cultural producers to enter
as to evolve a narrative stressing the redemptive power of théhe area of alternative, multiple, coeval or transformed mod-
marginal and humble. The technical challenges which thigrnities. In this project the phenomena of India and China
posed were not fully responded to in art until the era of unibecome strategic. One question facing posblonial studies
versal franchise introduced in the later nineteenth century.is: should we, and if so, how should we include China? What-
James Ulysges(#922 is a work in which ordinary peo-e ver way we answer this the fa
ple are rendered with innate dignity (and comedy), and indifferent modernities commands attention from postolonial
which their resistance at the level of a free consciousness istudies. These states, by their very size, reinforce the obser-
fully explored. Said followed Joyce in the conviction that in &ation that Modernity is not a wave from the West washing
democratic culture readers, like interpreters of musicalover the world, but that it is cultural, indeed transcultural,
scores, were not doomed to a simply passive role, but were ithat it is transformative and available to the particular pres-
effect cocreators of meaning. In moments of greatness in artsures of local contingency. While poslonial studies needs
ordinary people suddenly become extraordinary, but this hapto keep its eye firmly fixed on the historical fact of colonialism
pens also and repeatedly in life, when seemingly marginaind the resistant and transformative engagements of post
folk create movements of worleh i st or i cal s i gahonid ¢ulbueainpoducersShee ithdodetical tools it has devel-
autobiographyOut of Placeis in effect a study of such per- oped make it particularly well placed to address the cultural
sons and moments, but so also is his analysis of the cultural transformations of Modernity itself.
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Neil Lazarus: World Literature and Com-
bined and Uneven Development: Towards
a Reconstruction of Literary Studies

Report by Lucienne Loh

On behalf of the Warwick Research Collective, Profes
sor Neil Lazarus called for a reconstructed posblonial
studies through a vision of World Literature, not only asg
distinct from an irrevocably Eurocentric Comparative
Literature, but as a literary field dedicated to encoding
the social logic of modernity. Drawing upon the world
systems economic theory of world history in which capi
talism is a system simultaneously one and unequal,
Lazarus argues for the t
erature which should exceed post heor yds e
difference, and instead underscore inequality as a proc-|
ess of combined and uneven development.

A conception of World Literature would appreciate
and analyze the complex and differential temporalities

of capitalism through eras which are discontinuous and POStCOIOr“aI StUd|eS . St”l an
heterogeneous. As a repudiation of recent attempts to .

pluralise modernity through alternative modernities, Anglophone Emplre 7
Lazarusd conception of Operipheral modernitiesodo as | o-
cated in World Literature registers the singularity and Patricia Little

simultaneity of a modernity governed by unevenness.
Alternative modernities give modernity a Western

provenance rather than locating it within the context of The inaugural Conference of the PSA was a stimulating affair from

capitalism as a world svstem and if modernity is re_many points of view, and the organisers are to be congratulated on
a? ded as a Western hinomenon then its altgrnativebringing together such a wide variety of scholars and academics for
9 P ’ asumptuousthreed ay f east on 6t he Postcol

forms are alway~s alrea_dy belated. Drawi_ng on Fred_eric HoweverTaﬁ we passed from course to couréea tempting appe-
E] ﬁme SEO nos f : nN:‘ lI “tWU’“’ |Lt|'&jrhtureens:; i yherf—?, a''rbblist. maircours With-trimmings-there a mouth
e ra o ul tinational {48 st to Teli2 the pahttodt cinhavt Ss¥aBeld hié
Literature of the World system through a tpartite con- body&s attention that there were
ceztlon ﬁ’gsl?d on the Cﬁp'ta“St v_volr'ld sy'stekrp, mobdem'tyfeast, and that the postcolonial assumed a very monocultural and
and world literature where capitalism Is the substrate Anglophone aspect. To read the titles of most of the papers, and to
.Of world literature and modernity constitutes its sub- listen to the general tenor of what was being proposed, it was as if
Je(fhs]'. f thinki f bined the debates within Francophone postcolonial studies of the last
fund;ngﬁgll\;/var)éq%irte;nng]vg t(;pggn;f'ggmggg\;ﬁgﬂgﬁnumber of years (both in the universities of the Anglophone world
and in metropolitan France itself and in the former colonies) had

;rarpa(;he\z \rl:l(ljthll? rcs[)nrtemporarlyvlltler?ryinstuﬁlelj vv\\/lk?lct:‘h never taken place. Are the worlds of Francophone studies and post-
€jects wo erature as a level playing fie e ol oni al studies condemned to rert

texts from around the globe can combine and intersect, | . = | ghtd, to use Al eldrohthe Fgan-e a v e

with eac? othder. _Crltlcall_ a}[_ssumptlr?ns Wh'ct?] treat tIth?cophone point of view, that perspective would seem to be thor-
as equal and universalistic (such as in the work o oughly outmoded, as the recenPostcolonial Thought in the French
Emily Apter and Gayatri Spivak) fail to readdress theSpeaking Worldmakes plain2l n t heir masterly o

underlylng construction of the world as circulating Ian'editors, Charles Forsdick and David Murphy, chart the way in which
guages, literatures and values keyed to Europe.

Lazarus further reiects Fﬁacgg)horne pos, oIoniaI studies hasgddress%g\;got onl (t)he ques-

collective idealism through analyses OClJJIture and u Seld %yt adb-b- te i [héj A_n c?pP{one " tals_o the
Imperialismand Chowds 2004 es da:%?gé??tﬁfea spsc‘ﬁ%pos}cq{f)gle\}\llvmce in the Freneipeaking
Question of Comparison in Literary Studies: A Post )
European Perspective. 6 HecunjB
same tendency to substitute the civilizational category
of the West for the category of capitalism as the object
of analysis, a substitution which has the effect of dema-
terialisation.

Calling for a renewed commitment to closeeading
practices, sensitive to social determinants and the

ut is ,anyone listening to that voice? Representatives of this
ent \ﬁelre adl Igékirlbi (%Lﬁ‘r{ﬂ')‘e(%, %r?dtde{srﬁti the excllénce of
many of the presentations, it would seem that much of the thinking
behind them repeats the implicit division of the world into Anglo-
phone postcolonialism v the rest, thus perpetuating the old divi-
sions of Empire.

structuring conditions of existence, within the overarch-1. Al ec G. Hargreaves, O0Ships passi |
ing theory of the world system, Lazarus hopes to undo nialism and the GI ofacbphan@Rost-on o f
the intrinsic assumptions of Eurocentrism that persist colonial Studies 1.2: 64-69

2. Charles Forsdick & David Murphy (ed€}pstcolonial Thought in

in current approaches to comparative literature. : - ; .
PP P the FrenchSpeaking World Liverpool University Press, 2009.
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Conference Jottings by Gerri

Looking back on the conference, it is hard to believe that so much was achieved by
Christine and her team at the Waterford Institute of Technology in such a short
space of time.

Asia and | arrived on the Sunday prior to the conference in order to help facili-
tate the setup by Christine and the rest of the WIT team, including the indefatiga-
ble Joanne Malone. Our base for the week was the Ramada Viking Hotel, also the
main base for most of the conference delegates. Indeed it would be fair to state
t hat the O6Asgard Gastro Bard at the Ra
hours conference O6hubd.

On Bank Holiday Monday, Christine, Asia and myself sat down in the bar and
spent sever al hour s eJastesLtirsutcdt.i n\We tshtea rétL
drinks but were pretty much on maximum proof alcohol by the end of the session.
Tuesday saw us in WIT itself with Christine and the team, filling conference bags,
matching bags to badges, etc etc. It was our first time in the venue and as Chris-
tine gave Asia and | a tour of the campus, we were amazed at the facilities on offer
and excited at the thought of a superb conference to come. We took a quick walk
down to the Waterford Crystal shop and marvelled at the £54,000 chandeliers.

Back in the bar later that evening we kept aloek ut f or possi bl e
you think he could be one? I dm sure she:
Delegates registered thick and fast on the first morning and a worryingly long
gueue formed almost immediately. In the spirit of postcolonial democracy, keynote

speakers Bill Ashcroft and Neil Lazarus also queued to registerand were swiftly
bundled away in VIP fashion as soon as we realised who they were....

The award for o6wittiest conference speaker in the face
having been interrupted 10 seconds into his prepared conferen@gening speech, threw it away, and hilariously didhbed
his way through his allotted time) a true pro. He was a hard act to follow. After speeches from Christine and Chris Warnes
Chair of the PSA, Professor Bill Ashcroft gave the first fascinating keynote speegh
|l eaving us alll wanting t o -hkphemavo Imomiea lo
The rest of the day was taken up with eating, drinking and listening to wonderful p
pers by multipanels of speakers, not necessarily in that order. However, special megss
tion must be made of the conference catering, which was, by any standards, excet®
tional. At the end of the dayds sessi
TL building and toasted, with a gl ass
new bookCal i b an Argfindllyiaget . oget her at the 06ASg
Ramad a, where new friendships were ma

On the second day of the conference there were more parallel sessions, mo
exciting papers to engage with and more delicious food and drink to be consumed.
the afternoon, as | <chaired an absor b : _.
in Postcolonial Theoryd, with both Bi ' 1 : M Nei
unassuming man slipped into the small crowded room and quietly sat down next R k
me. Having an idea who the darkoated stranger was, but not being absolutely sure
| slipped him a hastily handvr i t t en note which read:
he nodded. And so the speakers in that room had the honour of being the only pa
to have all three keynotes present at their papers. So no pressure then...... Professor _ .

Ki berdds marvellously entertaining keynp\ﬁafe_r%rd@tgegc'éyggryﬂl'n Edw
followed by drinks in the Atrium and then the Conf Banquet, where the stu- - 00 or KIMBer, tdken atthe

ollowed by drinks in the Atrium and then the Conference Banquet, where the stu Waterford Crystal shop

dents of the WIT catering and hospitality school made an outstanding job of both the

menu and the waiting at table. Oh, and guess where most people ended the night?

The | ast day of the conference passed all too quickly.
foll owed by Professor Neil Lazarusds i mmensely enjoyabl e
us with plenty to think about. After our final delicious taste of WIT lunchtime catering and a last session of parallel pgper
closing speeches by Christine, Dr John Ennis, Head of School of Humanities at WIT and PSANageRanka Primorac fi-
nally ended the inaugural conference of the PSA.

Final memories? Christineds charm, kindness and gener o
who ferried so many of us to and from the airport and prepared a delicious curry for Asia and myself on our first night. Noth-
ing was ever too much trouble. Joanne Maloneds tireless

smoothly as it did. The keynote speakerswhat a privilege it was to get to know them. And finally the delegatdso many
new friendships made over so many hangovers.... the sign of a truly great conference.

Gerri Kimber
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Conference Jottings by Asia

Conferences are the highlight of academic life. Sitting at home glued
to the computer screen and endlessly sifting through books, running
through exams papers and preparing for lectures takes up most of
our lives. But once we arrive at the conferencethe real fun begins.
For a short period of time, no more students, exams, lectures, or
emails. Having the privilege of being one of the @rganisers of this
fantastic event gave me an incredible opportunity to meet truly fasci-
nating and committed people. This is a story about some | had the
pleasure to meet.
| was sitting on a late Monday night after a long day of work with
Christine and Gerri, in the Ramada Viking Hotel bar, with maybe three
other guests. Gerri had decided on an early night, and | had my nose
stuck in some papers | wanted to go through. 6
the conference?060 Thank God, I t hought, finally
the unforgettable Nath Aldalala from Oman, who had arrived early for
the conference. We spent a long night talking about Islam, Alah, veils,
the meaning of life, golf and of course the conference. | think it was
around 2am by the time | went to bed.
Tuesday was a baglay. Stuck in one of the WIT rooms, Gerri and |
went through all the packs, papers, badges, wine, bags, more papers.
After having squeezed in a short trip to see the crystal chandeliers,
Gerri and | were sitting outside Waterford Crystal chilling out in glori-
ous Irish sunshine (no irony here as the weather was absolutely mar-
vellous) when we bumped into another earlycomer, a very good friend and a fellow PhD student, Ole Birk Laursen.
There were many others to come. Sophie Lavin, an American scholar, who despite jet lag spent long hours talking with me

about womends rights and motherhood in academia and abou
Polish scholar from my hometown University of WrocGaw, t
Studies and Comparative Literature. I am thrilled to say

am looking forward to seeing how we can work together to enlarge our postcolonial community, so you will probably hear at
some stage about a postcolonial conference being held in Poland. On many occasions | spoke to Nath Aldalala about the
conference he is organising this December in Oman devoted to Anglab and Muslim writing. Nath has been extremely

encouraging and Gerri, Nancy Roberts and myself are now
chaired a small but exciting panel on African novelists after which | engaged in a conversation with Nancy Morkel, from the
University of Fort Hare in South Africa. I't turns out Nat

hood. We have already exchanged emails on how we can bring our meeting forward. Helen Cousins, with whom | have now
been exchanging emails for some time, | met for the first time at the PSA conference, which was fantastic.

During Wednesdayds private dinner at the Jack Meades putl
gettable conversation with Neil Lazarus with whom | chatted about world literature, Japanese fiction and new directions in
literary studies, thus having a foretaste of the keynote speech he delivered on the last day of the conference. Bill Ashcroft
kindly put up with my smoking as we conversed on the deck outside the restaurant. The long intellectual and- non
intellectual debates that evening finished with a live band of singing ladies, Gerri, Lyn McCredden (unforgettable voice and
energy) and myself, after which we ran to the cars in the rain to get back to our hotels to continue networking at the hotel
bars with other delegates.

On the way back to the airport, together with Neil Lazarus, Ranka Primorac, Nazneed Ahmed and James Graham, as we
happened to be all on the same flight back to London, we had a few more hours to spend together and engage in telling our
stories to each other.

There are a few more people | will never forget and who became, in the very short but intensive time we spent together,
very good friends. Christine who welcomed Gerri and myself into her home where we met her extremely helpful and wonder-
ful husband David and their lovely daughter Lily Mei. Joanne Malone, who with amazing patience always found the time to
answer my numerous questions in situations of crisis. And the people who may have been unnoticed by most of the dele-
gates but thanks to whom this conference turned out a real success: the security guard Paul (always calm despite the mad-
ness of last minute changes and help needed), the chef Ron Hyde (hmtira food he cooked for us), a WIT lecturer Robert
Hyde (who also happens to be a short radio operator, | can hear my dad calling his sign now), and the very friendly and help-
ful students of WIT who often helped us at the registration desk throughout the whole conference. Oh, and did | mention
that Gerri and | loved the local Irish fashion we spotted on Irish ladies in WIT!

Thanks to the people | met at the conference there are new projects, as | write these words, taking shape, which hope-
fully 1 will be able to share soon with all of you. And most importantly, on a personal level, thanks to the encouragement |
have received throughout the conference and intellectual debates | engaged in, | believe the work we all do is relevant and
worth pursuing. | cannot wait for the next event.

Asia Zgadzaj




